
 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
 

Year 1 

Term  Text Genres 
Autumn 1  Funny Bones- Janet & Allan 

Ahlberg 
 
 
 
Avocado Baby- John 
Burningham 
 
 
 
 
Super Duper You- Sophy Henn 
 

• All about me profile/Setting goals/ What makes me, me! 

• Descriptive sentences/adjectives 

• (Science link)-My senses- Poetry 

• (Science link)-Funny bones- Exploring our bodies/labelling skeleton/Booklets about our 
bodies/Character profile for skeletons  

• (Science link)- Avocado Baby- Keeping our bodies healthy- Instructions- Making healthy 
smoothies. 

• (History link)- Non-chronological report- Christmas past and present 

Autumn 2  The Bog Baby-Jeanne Williams and Gwen Millward 
 
 
 
Lost and Found- Oliver Jeffers 
 
 
 
 
Giraffes can’t dance- Giles 
Andreae 
 
 
 

• Lost and Found- The penguin arrives- What should we do? Find out about penguins. 
Create booklets. How can we look after him? Plan to get the penguin home/Design and 
boat describe it/ Plan the route/ Receive a postcard from the Penguin/ Write a postcard 
back. 

• Giraffes can’t dance- Explore Gerald as a character. Write about the setting of the story. 
What can Gerald the Giraffe see? Describe the setting.  
Sequence the story. Write about each part.  
Can we plan and write a story based on Giraffes can’t dance- Change character/ What 
could be character be bad at? What could happen to him/her? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Spring 1  

Beegu-Alexis Deacon 
 
 
A house that once was- Julie 
Foglian 
 
 
 
 
Iggy Peck Architect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The House that Once Was- Look at images of the old house. Describe the house. Explore 
and describe old objects found in the house. What are they? What were they used for? 
(History link) 

• Find old photographs from inside the house. Who are these people? Did they live in the 
house? What do we think they were called? What did they like? Where did they go? 
Write about one of the people in the pictures.  

• Can we write a letter to the people in the pictures?  

• Look at different types of houses and homes. Can we design our own home? Label and 
describe- Inside and out. Make this (DT link)  

• Look at key building in our village. Can we draw and describe them? (History link) 

• Iggy Peck Architect- Look at the role of an architect. Write a job description.  

• Design a building for our village. What would it be? Where would it go? (Geography link) 
 
 

Spring 2  Zog- Julia Donaldson 
 
 
 
Small Knight and George- Ronda 
Armitage 
 
 
Non-fiction- Look inside a castle 
 
 

• Zog- Discuss the different lessons at dragon school. Discuss a day in the life of a dragon at 
dragon school. Write a recount of a day in the life of Zog at dragon school. Write from 
the perspective of Zog.  

• Discuss different characters in the story. What kind of characters are they? Complete 
character profiles for the dragons. 

• Small Knight and Georgie- Sequence the story and write about key parts. Create their 
own story about a day in the life of a knight. What does the knight like to do? Where 
does he go? Who does he meet? Does he bring anyone back to the castle? Plan and 
create their own story. 

• Inside castles (Non-fiction)- Look at real castles. Explore inside and outside. Describe 
features of a castle. Look at Durham castle. Design their own castle. What does it need to 
have? Create their own suit of armour and crest.  



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Summer 1 Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch- 

David Armitage 
 
 
 
 
See Under the Sea-Kate Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tiddler-Julia Donaldson 
 
 
 
 
 

• Tiddler- Exploring setting/Who does Tiddler meet? / Find out about sea 
creatures/animals and complete fact files. 
Tiddler writes us a letter. What has he been doing now? Can we write a letter back to 
Tiddler telling him about something that happened to us on our way to school? 

 

• The Lighthouse keepers Lunch- Can you find any words that you don't know and write a 
definition of them? 
Mr Grinling is an 'industrious' lighthouse keeper. What does this mean? Can you think of 
any words that mean the same thing? Write a character description of Mr Grinling. 

• Write a set of instructions to show how to make a healthy sandwich for Mr Grinling.  

• Explore the role of a lighthouse keeper- What was their job? Why did we need them? 
What happened to light house keepers? When was the last light house manned? 

• Information text (History link)- Grace Darling and her father as a lighthouse keeper- Build 
on learning from history lessons. Write a recount of the of the night of the rescue. Write 
a dairy entry from the perspective of Grace Darling.  

Summer 2  Mad About Minibeasts- Giles Andreae 
 
 
 
 
Jasper’s Beanstalk- Nick Butterworth 
 
 
Where the Wild Things Are- 
Maurice Sendak 
 

 

• Mad about Minibeasts- Find out about different minibeasts we might find in our gardens. 
Research and create booklets. 

• Look at simple rhyming poems about each of the minibeasts in the text. Pick out rhyming 
words. Create own poems about a minibeast of their choice. 

• Jaspers Beanstalk- Write a set of instructions about how to plant a bean plant. Create a 
booklet about how to care for a bean plant.  

• Set up a fairy door and garden in the classroom- Discuss what it is? What could be behind 
the door? Who could be behind the door?  

• Look at enchanted forest characters that could be behind the door. Create a character 
that they think could be behind the door. Draw pictures. Discuss and describe.  

• Receive letters from a fairy behind the door. Discuss where the fairy lives. Draw pictures 
of the setting and describe.  

• Plan and write a story about the adventures of the fairy behind the door. Write their own 
story. What does she do? Where does she go?  



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Year 2 

Term  Text Genres 
Autumn 1 Meerkat Mail Emily Gravett 

(Macmillan)  
 
 
 
 
 
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
 
 
 

Begin by finding out a bit about meerkats and the other animals, such as jackals. (Science link) 
Watch meerkats on film with the class.  
Write a newspaper article about Sunny’s visit to one of the places in the book. 
 Write postcards from other visits that he made. (Geography link) 
 Non- chronological reports Meerkat facts (Science link) 
 
Use ‘Role on the Wall’ to collect insights into the family. 
Police reports from Chapter 2. Invite from Thomas. 
Invite the children to act as journalists in order to interview Stanley. 
News report for Chapter 4 
 
 
 

Autumn 2  Emily Brown and the Thing 

 
Hotel Flamingo  
 

 

Children to bring in a cuddly toy with reasons as to why they are important. 
Begin by reading first page, predict what is really the matter.      Re- read and discuss the 
challenging vocabulary- provide pictures and relate words to children’s own experiences, list 
synonyms.  
 Retell the story which Emily told the witches. Discuss font changes and their effect. 
Create list poems of nice/ scary things. 
 
Hotel Flamingo starts with children retrieving information so they can infer later. Further 
activities explore the characters presented within the text and how to identify character and 
explain events. There are planned opportunities to summarise the story and to do some 
writing in role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Spring 1  Traction Man is Here   Mini Grey (Random House)   

 
Cinderella: An Art Deco Fairy Tail  
 
 
 
 
 
The Street Beneath my Feet 

Bring into school other kitchen equipment and encourage children to invent further 
adventures for Traction Man and Scrubbing Brush. Ask: Are the adventures real? Who made 
them up? Design Traction Man adverts or invent a new superhero or heroine. 
 
Children will begin by considering a range of versions of this classic fairy tale and identifying 
the similarities and differences between them.  Armed with a solid understanding of the 
story, they will move on to making predictions for this version, as well as drawing inferences 
about the characters and summarising sections of the story. The series of lessons finishes by 
exploring the themes covered and children will be encouraged to identify evidence to support 
and justify their opinions.  There will also be opportunities to explore the meanings of new 
vocabulary in context. 
 
This book is a wonderful opportunity for children to look visually at how information can be 
presented. The children look at the vocabulary associated with the underground and earth 
and retrieve information as well as start to make some simple inferences. 

Spring 2 Jack and the Baked Beanstalk 
 
 
 
 
The Flower John Light (Child’s Play)  
 
 
 
 
Tuesday David Wiesner 

Describe the settings where the beans are trying to grow.  
Research the best conditions as to where the beans can grow. 
Produce an instruction leaflet as to how to care for a bean- use several information leaflets 
and seed packets in order to collect vocabulary such as verbs. 
 
Why might books be dangerous? Why might a book be labelled ‘do not read’? Discuss the two 
books mentioned in the border: ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and Alice in Wonderland. (Link to 
Traditional Stories) Ask: What do they have in common and how do they differ?  Why were 
they chosen?  
 
Turn the opening pages into a story. As the detective, encourage the children to interview the 
man in pyjamas and write up a police report. Together role play the news report and make a 
film of the  
interview and news item. 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Summer 1 Paddington 

 
 
 
  
The day the Crayons Came Home. 
 
 
 
George’s Marvellous Medicine. 
 
 

Where does Paddington travel to and by what method? 
Describe the character of Paddington. 
Show the journey map of Paddington’s travels. Where does he go next? 
Write a recount of Paddington meeting the Brown family. 
Write as a character of choice (Paddington, Mrs Brown …) to Aunt Lucy about his safe arrival 
and the perils of his journey. 
 
Write a new postcard (new crayon) Write response from Duncan | Homophones Plan / 
create story for Estaban the Magnificent | Plan create story for ‘Glow in the Dark’ Crayon 
Create original story for ‘Glow in the Dark’ Crayon 
 
Link to work on famous scientist- eg. Louis Pasteur. 
Children to invent their own medicines using varied vocabulary. 
Record the day in the life of a germ as an adventure story. 
 
 

Summer 2 

Mr Majeika                                                 

Lost Species                                              
 

Ada Twist                                                     
 

Mr Majeika flew into the classroom- recount the event and retell this happening in their own 
classroom. 
Write a day in the life of a child in this classroom. 
Produce a book of his magic spells. Can the children make their own magic spell? 
Children start by sorting information alongside identifying meaning from new vocabulary and 
then retrieve in order to explore how to use tables. Simple inferences are made through 
exploring the thoughts of scientists.  
 
Ada Twist is used at the end of Y2 as it 
 has lots of Y3 coverage within. It starts with some questions and predictions before looking 
at some of the scientific knowledge and concepts presented within the text. All the questions 
and activities help children to make links and inferences which they use to predict at various 
points within the text. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 

Year 3 / Year 4  

Term               Text Genres 

Autumn 

 
Book: Weslandia Author: Paul 
Fleishman 
 

 
Farther 
Author: Grahame Baker Smith 

 
Book: The Heart and the 
Bottle Author: Oliver Jeffers 
 

 
Book: Coming Home 
Author: Michael Morpurgo 

Curriculum: Retelling (Narrative) 
Character description 
Book Review 
Non- chronological report. 
 
Summary: A young boy, bewitched by his father’s unrelenting passion to fly; a desperate craving that 
absorbs his every waking minute, finds himself entranced by the dream. When his father goes to war and 
does not return it seems the spell is broken. 
Themes: Ancient Greece, Icarus, Greek myths, Da Vinci, flight, World War 1, World War One, The Great 
War, dreams, aspirations, invention 
Curriculum: Retelling 
Recount- Postcards 
Diary entries 
Explanation Text. 
 
Summary: Once there was a girl whose life was filled with wonder at the world around her… 
Then one day something happened that made the girl take her heart and put it in a safe place.  
Themes: Anti bullying week Grief, loss, feelings, emotions, mental health 
Curriculum: Character descriptions, narrative retelling. 
 
  
 
Summary: Through dark forests, fighting against the rain, wind and snow, over mountains and wild 
oceans: Michael Morpurgo narrates an exciting, unforgettable journey. 
Themes: Resilience 
Curriculum: Retelling, non-chronological report, explanation text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Spring 

 
Author: Neil Gaiman 
 

 
Book: The Mysteries of Harris 
Burdick Author: Chris Van 
Allsberg 

 Book: Varmits 
Author: Helen Ward 
 

 
Summary: In a hot, hot country, ringed with mountains on one side and jungle on the other, lives a 
princess called Cinnamon. Her eyes are made of pearls, which means that she is blind. And, for reasons 
her parents the Rajah and Rani cannot fathom, she will not talk.  
Themes:  India, Sri Lanka, unusual friendships 
Curriculum: Diary entries, informal letters, dialogue, adverts, limericks and other poetry forms. 
 
 
 
Summary: Who is Harris Burdick? Where did he disappear to? And how was he going to finish his stories? 
Themes: Mysteries, wordless 
Curriculum: Diary entries, dialogue, setting description (atmospheric description), captions and titles. 
 
 
 
Summary: With dramatically lit artwork and a spare, intriguing text, Varmints tells of a pastoral world in 
need of protection and of the souls who love it enough to ensure its regeneration. 
Themes: Environment, habitats, conservation, activism, film, life-cycles 
Curriculum: Descriptive comparisons, retellings, setting descriptions, poetry, explanation text 
 
 

Summer 

 Book: Clockwork  
Author: Philip Pullman 
 
 

Book: Tar Beach  
Author: Faith Ringold 

Summary: It is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White Horse Tavern looking like he's swallowed 
a thundercloud. His final task as a clockmaker apprentice is to make a new figure for the great clock of 
Glockenheim. He has not made the figure - or got any idea of what it could be, and the unveiling is 
tomorrow. 
Themes: Mystery  
Curriculum: Persuasive writing, letter writing, description, recount, narrative.  
 
 
Summary: Ringgold recounts the dream adventure of eight-year-old Cassie Louise Lightfoot, who flies 
above her apartment-building rooftop, the 'tar beach' of the title, looking down on 1939 Harlem.   
Themes: Dreams, New York, America, African-American, bridges, flight, quilts, storytelling 
Curriculum: Character descriptions, formal letter, book review, dialogue (direct speech), retellings 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 

 

Year 5/6 

Term  Text Genres 

Autumn Grimm Tales for Young and 
Old: Phillip Pullman. 
 
 
 
 
Foodland: Marcus Sedgewick 
 
 
 
Letters to father 
Christmas J.R.R. 
Tolkien 
 
 

This novel will guide the children through a range of Grimm tales and look closely at the common characteristics. 
We will analyse the language, characterisation and common story structure across the many tales. Children will 
eventually work towards creating their own Grimm tale, planning a balance of dialogue and narrative. These 
stories will be used to create a class book. 
 
 
The novel will be used to encourage children to engage with a story with which they will empathise. They will 
explore themes and issues, responding with drama, storytelling and art work. The children will also become 
familiar with the characters and write with confidence for an audience. 
 
 
Every December an envelope bearing a stamp from the North Pole would arrive for J.R.R.Tolkien’s children. 
Inside would be a letter is strange spidery writing and a beautiful colour drawing. They were from Father 
Christmas telling tales of life at the North Pole. We will explore the features of these letters and research some 
of the information provided. Children will also have the opportunity to write their own letters. 
 
 

Spring The Hidden Forest: Jeannie 
Baker. 
 
 
 
Overheard in a Tower Block: 
Joseph Coelho 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Children start their exploration of this novel by creating a collage based upon the author’s art work. They will 
also create an advertisement for the book. They then move on to explore and record the main character’s 
feelings. After the receipt of a letter, they research ‘Giant Sea Kelp using the information to write a letter. A 
second letter results in an opposing view which leads to a debate involving Thought Tapping and modelled 
writing. 
 
Recounting the childhood of a child living in a city block, many of these poems are sad or angry. This collection 
deals with a variety of current issues so that children can identify with issues which particularly resonate. 
Children will identify poetic and figurative language. Children will be taught the skill of summarising and look at 
words in context to identify meanings in detail. 
 



 
English at West Cornforth Primary School 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss 
Summer Some Places More Than 

Others: Renee 
Watson 
 
 
 
 
The Three 
Little Pigs Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This novel explores the question ’What makes you you?’ 
Opportunities for writing include diaries, letters, memory maps, recipe instructions, leaflets, poems and a 
biography. 
Children will also have the opportunity to mirror the Suitcase Project completed by Amara in the book. 
 
 
 
 
We will use the 2012 Guardian ‘Three Little Pigs’ advert. This will give the children the opportunity to explore 
journalistic writing by identifying viewpoint and bias. It also looks at other writing requiring a stance or point of 
view from a particular angle. This will include a debate and a defence case for a lawyer. We will explore the role 
of active and passive in reported events. 

 


