
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Staff and Pupils of  

West Cornforth Early Years Unit  
wish you a very warm welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At West Cornforth Early Years Unit  
we love to play, learn and have fun. 

 
 

 



  

 

 “In our Early Years Unit we aim to provide a stimulating environment where 
learning takes place through the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum 
that meets the needs of all pupils.  
 
We provide opportunities for your child to seek new challenges and to practise 
and consolidate skills, competencies and interests.   
Your child is encouraged to become a motivated learner and thinker, eager to be   
curious about their world.” 
 
 
 

Who works in our main Early Years  Unit: 
Teachers:                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching Assistants: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Early Years Apprentices: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Miss  
Dunkeld 

Miss  
Cowe 

Miss  
Lamb 

Mrs 
Smith 

Mrs 
Smith 

Early Years Lead 



  

 

Structure of the day 
 

The children will be given a drink mid-morning and mid-afternoon, together 
with fresh fruit.    
 
Nursery Times are as follows: 
 
8.55 a.m. - 12.00 a.m. 
12.00 p.m.-3.00 p.m. 
Or 8.55am-3.00pm for full day provision. 
 
Reception Times are as follows: 
 
8.55 a.m. – 3.00pm 
 
The school gates will be opened at 8.45 am and locked at 8.55 am  
 
If you need to collect your child earlier than times stated above for a valid 
reason, please speak to Mrs Smith or Miss King 
 
We now offer flexibility of provision in Nursery and parents have a choice of 
when they wish their child to attend. 
 



  

 

Our 2 year old Nursery 
 
We can now offer places to eligible children in the term after their second 
birthday. Eligible children are entitled to 15 hours of Nursery provision which we 
can offer flexibly.  Parents can also choose to pay for provision.  
 
The children in our two year old Nursery play and explore within the ‘Ducklings 
Room’. The areas have been very carefully designed and adapted to meet the 
developmental needs of all of our children. All children are fully integrated and 
are able to form strong relationships with both staff and children which will last 
through their early years with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Allen is our Ducklings room lead and she is supported by Miss Littley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Ducklings provision follows the same timings as our Reception and Nursery 
classes. Full day sessions are 8.55am– 3pm. Half day sessions are either 8.55am– 
12 or 12-3pm.  
Children accessing Ducklings provision have their lunch with our Nursery 
children. Children in Ducklings are able to access whole school events where 
appropriate. 

Miss  
Littley Mrs  

Allen 



  

 

Our Ducklings room follows the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, 
focussing on the development of the Prime areas of learning. These are: 
 
-Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
-Communication and Language 
-Physical Development. 
 
Mrs Allen and Miss Littley plan learning activities that reflect the development 
stage and interests of the children.  There are many  opportunities for the 
sensory and messy play that is vital at this stage of development. We ask that 
you provide your child with extra clothes to keep in school to aid this.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Dinnertime  
 
Some children will be in Nursery or Ducklings at Lunchtime. The dinners are 
all very  nutritious and freshly cooked on the school premises. Children can 
also opt to bring a packed lunch. The children are served their lunch in a 
special allocated room by Miss Lamb and Denise Cutmore, supervisory     
assistant. Reception aged children eat their lunch in the main school dinner 
hall. 
 
Dinner Money 
If your child is having a school dinner can you please pay dinner money    
using ‘Parent Pay’ each week. 



  

 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 

What we want for your child 
 
 To have fun and enjoy their day; 
 To respect others and themselves; 
 To maintain a consistent standard of behaviour which you would accept at 

home, so they do not become confused; 
 To teach them some do’s and don'ts so they can keep themselves safe and 

learn to be independent. 
 To become a motivated, enthusiastic young learner who is continuously 

developing as an individual.  
 To work with you, as you are your child’s first and most important educator.   

 
Every day brings many opportunities for you to develop your child’s learning.  
Parents are excellent teachers, as you model all forms of learning for your 
child.  
 
 What you do and say is what they learn:   
 Every time you engage in a conversation they are learning to communicate 

with others.  How to take it in turns to speak. 
 Every time you talk about what you can do, hear and see, they are learning 

about the environment.  Using their senses of hearing, sight, touch, smell & 
taste 

 Every time you shop together, reading food labels, signs and instructions in 
shops, they learn to read. 

 Every time you shop and hand over money they learn about money and how to 
recognise different coinage. 

 Every time you read a story together, they learn to recognise print, learn that 
print and pictures provide information and meaning. 

 Every time you play games together, they learn social skills of turn taking and 
sharing. 

 Every time they hear praise for their efforts, they learn to have confidence in 
themselves. 

 Every time you wash the dishes they learn about the properties of water and 
the need for hygiene.  

 Every time you …………. They learn something. 

 
By working with you, we hope that when your child first starts the Early Years 
Unit, we can settle them in quickly to their new situation.   



  

 

Your Child’s Learning Journey  
 

Within each phase of the Early Years your child will have a ‘Learning Journey’. This is 
a special file which will capture their activities, experiences and interests. It will be 
unique to your child and will document their journey and progress in Early Years.   
 
We will be inviting you to look at your child’s ‘Learning Journey’ every half term and 
look forward to hearing your thoughts and additions to this.  
 

My Learning Journey 
                                                                                                                                 
 ‘My Learning Journey’, a special file that celebrates my experiences,              
development and learning throughout my time in Reception. It tells a story of 
the friends, activities, interests and experiences I have had throughout my time 
in Reception. 
 I am unique. I have special skills, interests and ideas. My teachers understand 
that by getting to know me they can: develop my interests, challenge my  
thinking, celebrate my achievements and plan for my next steps. My teachers 
observe me in my play because it helps them understand and support my   
individual needs, well-being and development.  
 

My Learning Journey will include: 
Photographs - that capture moments, experiences, interests and                   
explorations. 
Observations – which show significant moments in my learning journey.  
My Creations-  which can be photographs of my models, pieces of my mark 
making or writing and lots more. 
My Voice-  this captures my thinking and understanding. 
 

My teachers give me the chance to share ‘My Learning Journey’ with the     
special adults in my life. They ask my (parents/carers) to join them by sharing 
information about me so that they can plan for my individual needs.                             
I love to look at ‘My Learning Journey’ and talk about all of the experiences I 
have had. 
I hope you enjoy sharing ‘My Learning Journey’ with me. 
  



  

 

Home/School Links 
 
We use Class Dojo to communicate with parents. Class Dojo is an app that is      
available for phones and tablets as well as a desktop site. Here you will be able to 
see the reward points that your child has been awarded for behaviour and work in 
class. On here, each child has their own page where we will share photographs of 
the things that your child has been doing. There is a message facility where you can 
send direct messages to your child’s teacher. 
 
In Early Years we make observations of your child’s learning and store these on the 
‘Tapestry’ site and app. By signing up to this secure site with your email address  
you are able to view your child’s progress and make comments on it. We also       
encourage parents to upload pictures of things that your child has been doing at 
home. This all adds to your child’s learning journey during the early years of their 
school education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each week we post the  ‘Cornforth Chronicle’, the whole school newsletter on our 
website. Our school website www.westcornforth.durham.sch.uk is  
updated with photographs of things that we have been doing. 
 
We will be inviting you to join us in school are various points throughout the year! 
We hope you will join us for: 
 Learning Journey Sharing  
 Stay and Play Sessions 
 Activity Days 
 Class Assemblies  
 

http://www.westcornforth.durham.sch.uk


  

 

Curriculum 
 

We offer your child a number of play experiences in the Early Years Unit, to 
encourage learning.   
There are seven recognised areas of learning that will increase their 
development:- 
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Physical Development 
 Communication and Language  
 Literacy  
 Mathematics  
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive arts and design 

 
As children develop confidence in themselves, they will begin to make friends 
with adults and other children.  Through this process children become aware of 
the needs and feelings of others. 
 
Through praise, support and guidance we encourage your child to be interested 
and curious in the world around them.   
 
It will be helpful if they wear easily fastened clothes and shoes, as belts and 
laces are difficult for young children to fasten and undo.  This helps to promote 
independence. 



  

 

Outdoor Learning 
 
The Early Years staff at West Cornforth Primary School understand the benefits 
of outdoor learning. We provide a wide range of opportunities for learning both 
inside and outside the classroom and feel strongly that this has a huge impact 
on your child’s progress and development. Research shows that children’s     
behaviour and levels of concentration improves with indoor-outdoor access. 
Children need to experience the world actively with all their senses before they 
can hold the memory of those things in their heads as pictures,  concepts or 
symbols. Movement and gross motor play is vital for intellectual  development.  
If children’s space is restricted, they become frustrated and uncooperative, 
therefore denying the kind of learning that can only be gained in the freedom 
of outdoor spaces. Children are able to strengthen their muscles and refine 
their motor skills if they are given the chance to climb, pull and push heavy 
things around. 
 
 



  

 

 
 
 

My uniform might get dirty at times but it helps to 
show what I’ve been learning... 

This black mark was made 
with a pen. I am trying so 
hard to develop my writing 
and drawing skills. 

This grass stain shows that 
I have been using the   
outdoor area to develop 
my physical skills.  

Painting helps me to   
develop my creativity. 
Sometimes I accidentally 
get paint on my shirt as I 
work. 

Sometimes my uniform 
comes home a little wet. I 
learn huge amounts of  
science and maths when I 
play in the water tray. 

This splodge is part of my 
lunch. I am trying so hard 
to use a knife and fork  
correctly when I eat 

The mud kitchen is very 
messy but it helps me to 
develop my imagination 
and use of descriptive   
language. 

Big movements like       
running and jumping help 
me to get better with 
small movements like 
writing. 



  

 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
We encourage children to be confident in trying new activities. We promote   
opportunities for children to work individually or as part of a group,  
encouraging children to build their own self esteem but also be aware of the 
feelings of others. 
 
We teach social skills such as: 
 
 Working co-operatively 
 Knowing right from wrong 
 Turn taking 
 Being respectful 
 Being independent 
 Being responsible for their own actions  
 Recognising the consequences of unacceptable behaviour 
 
 



  

 

Physical Development 
 
Your child will have the opportunity to engage in physical play every day, either 
through an organised focus task, during outdoor or indoor play on large 
apparatus such as climbing frames, blocks and bikes. It is important that a child’s 
gross and fine motor skills are stimulated to aid development.   
 
Energetic play develops body management, balance and co–ordination. The 
child becomes aware that they can use their bodies in many ways and can 
express their ideas through movement. 
 
We encourage the children to learn in physical ways to aid the development of 
gross and fine motor skills. We use various initiatives such as ‘Squiggle whilst 
you wiggle’ and ‘Dough disco’. In Ducklings, Lycra play and ring games aid 
physical development. 
 
In Nursery, children take part in ‘Early Movement’ sessions each week. 
Reception children also take part in focused weekly PE lessons. 
 



  

 

Literacy 
 

This area of learning is split up into reading and writing.  
 
We provide reading areas where the children are encouraged to develop an     
interest in text and books. The children all have the opportunity to visit our    
local library once a week to hear a story or two and explore the books available.  
 
Children are taught to read through a systematic synthetic phonics programme 
called ‘Letters and Sounds’. They begin the programme at phase 1 as they start 
our Nursery. Children are grouped, based on their ability, which allows us to  
support and challenge individual children. Children are regrouped and moved 
through the phases as they make progress. 

 
We recognise the importance of the early literacy skills for writing and  
promote the child’s development of the basic skills. Children are taught about 
the importance of writing from an early age. They take part in daily mark    
making sessions in Nursery through a programme called ‘Squiggle whilst you  
wiggle’.   
 
In Early Years, children will be encouraged to make their own marks from very 
early on. In Nursery, staff will watch closely as this emergent writing develops. 
As our Nursery children move into phase 2 Letters and Sounds they will be 
taught how to form letters.  
 
In Reception, staff plan exciting writing opportunities to ignite a love for 
writing. Children have a writing book right from the start of Reception. 

 
 



  

 

 
Mathematics 

 
Children need to learn about all aspects of mathematics which includes:      
number, shape, space, volume, capacity and position. 
 
To encourage learning in a fun way, these skills can be taught through play.      
Either in the outside or inside play environment, on climbing frames, in sand 
trays, water trays, or through all forms of imaginative play.   
 
To encourage a child to understand money, they can visit a shop or café. To gain 
an understanding of weight, shape and size they can dress the dolls or bake and 
decorate cakes.  Learning is fun and can be approached in a number of ways. 
 
The learning of number values and positional language can be taught in many 
ways— movement activities, rhymes and song, setting a table and taking 
someone’s order in the shop. The list is endless. 

 
 
 

There are many ways of teaching mathematical language,  
concepts and skills 

 



  

 

Understanding the World 
 
From their earliest days, a child’s natural curiosity drives them to explore the 
environment using their senses and at times, to wonder at everything around 
them. 
 
As they handle different materials, their understanding of different            
properties is developed.  As they watch plants grow, they learn about life and 
the needs of plants.  They become more aware of themselves, their own 
bodies and the bodies of other animals.  
 
Through opportunities to use technology such as computers, listening        
centres, cameras and remote control toys, they become aware of the use of         
technology. They are asked to make models, learn to fix materials together in 
different ways and to talk about how everyday objects are made, fixed to-
gether and constructed. 
 
Through stories, pictures and photographs they are introduced to the wider 
world as it is now and how it was in the past.  They explore the school 
grounds, talk about the village within which they live, look at photographs, 
and observe what it was like before they were born. 
 
We like to take the children outside of school as much as possible to broaden 
their experiences and develop their understanding of the world around us. 

 
Our children are encouraged to ask lots of  

questions to gain information.  



  

 

Expressive arts and design 
 
The ability to express oneself in many different ways is very important to a child.  
We provide a rich environment of opportunities such as role play areas that   
simulate story books, imaginative and real life situations. Expressive arts and  
design may be developed through art, music, movement or role playing. 
 
The child’s expression is encouraged through many medias.  Painting, modelling, 
water/sand and the use of various drawing materials all stimulate imagination, 
concentration and encourage children to learn skills and develop techniques.  The 
emphasis during these activities should be the application and practise not the 
product! 
 
Children have opportunities to enjoy music and movement in many forms:     
playing instruments, moving rhythmically, quiet listening. 
 
During role play, children will use movements, gestures, talk and facial                
expressions to extend their imagination. 
 



  

 

 
Things you can do to help 

 
We have a rigorous Safeguarding policy to try to make certain that all  
reasonable measures are taken to ensure that the risks of harm to your child 
are minimal. We want them to feel safe, secure and happy.  
 
We have a staggered intake policy in our Early Years Unit which enables us to 
spend time with your child when they start. Please ensure the Early years staff 
are fulling aware of the people who can pick up/drop off your child. 
 
If you are concerned about leaving them for the first time, our experience tells 
us a quick, definite “goodbye” is often best, reassuring your child that you will 
be back.  It is important to collect your child on time, as there is nothing worse 
than thinking and feeling you are going to be ‘left’.   
 
Accidents may happen! 
 
Your child will need a change of clothes for those little accidents that         
sometimes happen.  Even if your child is fully toilet trained, it is helpful to have 
a change of clothes in case they get wet or muddy while playing.  
 
If they have clothing they can get into and out of themselves, this will  
encourage independence and make them feel confident. The fastening of laces, 
buttons and buckles are difficult when you are three, Velcro is easy. 
 
 

Willing Helpers always wanted! 
 

The school is always looking for helpers to work with staff. Once your child has 
settled into school life you may wish to stay and help from time to time, joining 
in with activities or helping with display work etc.  As you can appreciate all 
willing helpers have to be checked with the Disclosure and Barring Service. If 
you would like to help out please ask for a DBS form. 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Finally  

 
We recognise that education is a partnership between home and school and we 
welcome and value your support and cooperation.  We hope that your child’s 
Early Years in school will be life changing. We have the needs of your child at 
the heart of our practice and hope you join us in supporting your child reach 
their full potential.  
 
Many Thanks 
L Smith 
Early Years Leader 
 
 
 
 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their   
potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their   

future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own 
right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their   

abilities and talents as they grow up.”                                                                
 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.  
Department for Education and Skills 2007  



  

 

Thank you for reading our brochure. 
 

We look forward to welcoming and meeting you  
and we hope that your child has a happy, friendly  

and enjoyable time in our school. 

 


