
 

 

 

Welcome to Year 4 at West Cornforth Primary School.  I am pleased to say that we 
have all settled happily into life in class 4! Here is an overview of what we will be 

focusing on this year.  

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to speak to me at school. 

Miss Hird  

English:  

Reading:  We will be reading a range of books linked to topic work this term.  Children will 

be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, 

learning to read silently as well as developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-

fiction about a wide range of subjects. They will be learning to justify their views about 

what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly independently by 

the end of year 4. 

Reading Journals:  I would like the children to complete two reading journal tasks per 

week.  We aim to mark/ check them on a THURSDAY. Please ensure that reading journals 

have a good balance of writing and illustrations!  

Writing:  Children will gain confidence in writing down their ideas with a reasonable degree 

of accuracy and with good sentence punctuation. We will be consolidating writing skills, 

vocabulary, grasp of sentence structure and knowledge of language.  Children will be 

encouraged to look at the effectiveness of what they write and edit their writing as they 

go. We will be looking at how writing is different from speech.  A Big Writing session will 

be held every Friday morning.    

Spellings:  Tests are on a Monday morning. We will be following the spellings for year 3 

and 4 this year.  I will provide a list of spellings. We will learn spelling rules on a Monday.  

Phonics: We are continuing to focus on the Read Write Inc phonics through the “Fresh 

Start” series where children will gain confidence in reading age appropriate texts, spelling, 

comprehension skills, sentence structure and punctuation.  

Handwriting:  Joined, neat handwriting is extremely important.  Children will follow the 

Penpals handwriting scheme for year 4.  Joined handwriting should be seen in all curriculum 

areas, as well as in reading journals and learning logs.  

Mathematics:  This year we will be focusing on developing our mental and written maths 

skills. We will be developing our ability to solve a range of problems, including with simple 

fractions and decimal place value. We will be analysing shapes and their properties, and 

describing the relationships between them. We will be using measuring instruments with 

accuracy and making connections between measure and number. 



Times Tables: Children are required to know their times tables up to 12 x 12 by the end 

of year 4.  We will be holding weekly tests to monitor times tables skills and corresponding 

division facts.  Please help your child to develop confidence with this.   

Learning Logs:  Learning log tasks are given on Friday and returned on the following 

Thursday so that they can be marked and reissued the following day.  We take great pride 

in our homework.  It is good to see that so many of you support your children when they 

are completing these tasks.  Thank you.  

P.E:  We are very fortunate this term to be having swimming lessons at Broom Cottages 

school on a Thursday morning! Please help your child to remember their swimming kit.  

Our other timetabled (indoor) slot is a Monday afternoon. I would recommend bringing kit 

on a Monday and leaving it in school.  If the weather is good, we can get outside some days 

– especially this term when we receive our Athletics sessions from a specialist coach.    

Topic:  

Topic this term is all about Ancient Greece. Through topic sessions we will be incorporating 

computing skills through researching online databases and coding; Music, through songs 

from the past; Art and design, through looking at artists and art work from the periods 

studied.   

RE:  In class 4 the main religion studied is Christianity. We will be linking in the Northern 

Saints when we study the North East of England in the Summer term.  

Thinking Skills: This year we will be learning about “De Bono’s Hats” and Bloom’s 

Taxonomy- Three Storey Intellect, to help us to organise our questioning.  We will be 

developing this way of questioning over the year.  

P4C (Philosophy for Children): We will be asking and discussing important questions about 

different topics over the year.   We are celebrating our British Values through looking at 

Equality and Diversity throughout Britain as well as looking at issues in the wider world.  

We will be taking part in the Educate and Celebrate project to help us with this.   We are 

lucky to be taking part in the Growing Healthy Project (OASES) as well as the WW1 

Farmers’ Market Project (SOIL ASSOCIATION) and will be learning about sustainability 

in our area and the importance of ECO issues in our neighbourhood.  We will be discussing 

issues relating to gardening and the economy in our area and will be learning some great 

gardening skills we can share with others.  

Thank you  

Miss Hird  

 

              


