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West Cornforth Primary School is committed to the academic and 
personal development of all children, regardless of ability.  We are dedicated to 
narrowing the attainment gap between pupils with identified Special 
Educational Needs and/or a Disability [SEND] and non-SEND pupils.   We aim to 
help all learners reach their full potential and we are strongly committed to our 
responsibility towards the identification and assessment of SEND. 
 
We strive to offer an inclusive education, offering support to all learners 
including those with SEND.  At West Cornforth Primary School we provide an 
environment, which enables pupils to progress to the best of their ability, to 
encounter success through careful planning and effective teaching.  We endeavor 
to remove all barriers, which adversely affect the learning of pupils with SEND.  
We are privileged to have a new school building that opened in November 2014, 
which was designed to accommodate and cater for all pupils regardless of their 
physical, emotional, sensory or academic need. 
 
All learners have access to all facilities, which are appropriate to their 
development.  The school is single story at ground level, has doors to 
accommodate wheelchair access, three accessibility toilets and a hygiene room 
with a shower, toilets and facilities for physically disabled pupils, sound proofed 
rooms, a loop system in the hall to aid hearing impaired adults and children and 
a sensory room to aid stimulation of the senses. The entitlement will extend 
throughout the school and include extra-curricular activities, visits and visitors. 
 
We encourage all pupils to become independent learners and thinkers and take 
responsibility for their own learning and behaviour. 
 
The Governors and staff at West Cornforth Primary School believe that early 
diagnosis and appropriate intervention improve the prospects of learners with 
SEND, and that for some learners, give more effective attention to early signs of 
difficulties can prevent the development of SEND. 
 

Children and Families Bill 2013 
 
The Children and Families Bill takes forward the Coalition Governments 
commitments to improve services for vulnerable children and support strong 
families.  It underpins wider reforms to ensure that all children and young 
people can succeed, no matter what their background.  The bill will reform the 
systems for adoption, looked after children, family justice and Special 
Educational Needs. 
 
The Government is transforming the system for children and young people with 
special educational needs [SEN], including those who are disabled, so that 
services consistently support the best outcomes for them.  The bill will extend 
the SEN system for birth to 25, giving children, young people and their 
parents/carers greater control and choice in decisions and ensuring needs are 
properly met. 
 



It takes forward the reform programme set out in Support and Aspirations: A 
new approach to Special Educational Needs and Disability: progress and next 
steps by: 
 

 Replacing statements and learning difficulty assessments with a new 
birth to 15 Education, Health and Care plan [EHCPs] which will be 
Statutory in September 2014.  This will extend rights and protections to 
young people in further education and training and offering families 
personal budgets so that they have more control over the support they 
need; 

 Improving cooperation between all the services that support children and 
their families and particularly requiring local authorities and health 
authorities to work together; 

 Requiring local authorities to involve children, young people and parents 
in reviewing and developing provision for those with special educational 
needs and to publish a ‘SEND Information Report of support. 

 
What is SEND Information Report? 
 
SEND Information Report was first introduced in the Green paper [March 2011] 
as a SEND Information Report of all services available to support disabled 
children and children with SEN and their families.  This easy to understand 
information, in question format, has been produced to identify what is available 
at West Cornforth Primary School to help children with lower-level SEN and the 
options available to support families who need additional help to care for their 
child. 
 
What will SEND Information Report do? 
www.countydurhamfamilies.info/localoffer 
Link to County Durham’s Families Information Service. 
 
It will provide parents/carers with information about how to access services in 
their area, and what they can expect from those services.  With regard to 
Education, it will let parents/carers and young people know how school will 
support them.  
 

1. How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and 
what should I do if I think my child/young person may have special 
educational needs? 

 
Teachers and the Senior Management Team within the school, constantly 
monitor children’s academic, social and emotional progress.  Any concerns about 
a child, in consultation with parents, are dealt with immediately with the 
relevant professionals being informed.  Parents are able to discuss their child 
with the class teacher, SENCo or member of the Senior Leadership Team at any 
time. 
 

2. How will school staff support my child/young person? 
 

http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/localoffer


We have high expectations for all learners: we will celebrate diversity and 
maximize the opportunities for all learners to experience success.  We believe 
that parents are crucial to a child’s education.  We strive to work in partnership 
with parents and other statutory and voluntary agencies, e.g. social and health 
services – in order to make appropriate decisions regarding early identification 
of SEND and appropriate intervention. 
 
Class teachers plan for every child within their class and children with high level 
special educational needs are given an additional support plan or EHIC to meet 
their needs.  This Individual Support Plan is developed alongside the child and 
family. The plan has two or three key targets, which are small, measurable and 
relevant [SMART].  The targets also include strategies to support both parents 
and staff within school who may work with the child.  The plan also identifies 
any outside agencies who may be involved.  The child is able to identify areas he 
or she wants to work on and this is shared with parents/carers.  Support Plan’s 
are reviewed every term with the child and shared with parents.  All 
correspondence about any child is passed to the school’s SENCo who also 
monitors all Support Plan’s termly.  The school also has a designated School 
Governor who monitors SEND across the school.  The school SENCo meets 
regularly with the Educational Psychologist, Speech and Language worker, 
Counselor, EMTAS worker, Behaviour Intervention Team, School Nurse and 
other agencies.  Any child needing support will be identified, given the necessary 
support and with the permission of parents, referred to the relevant 
professionals. 
 

3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s/young person’s needs? 
 
We believe that all learners should be educated in accordance with their age, 
ability and aptitude and have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, which 
is developmentally appropriate and takes account of government guidelines.   
 
Through ‘Quality First Teaching’, school will provide a curriculum to meet the 
needs of all children.  All lessons will offer the challenge and support necessary 
for each child to learn and where necessary differentiation will occur through the 
work set, questions asked or support given.  The level of support offered could 
be through specific intervention strategies delivered by Teaching Assistants, 
pupils working on a 1:1 basis with Teaching Assistants or Teachers; small 
focused groups to meet specific needs; specialist equipment being used to aid 
learning such as Alpha Smart computers, writing slopes, concentration wobble 
boards, pen/pencil grips. 
 
Every pupil is important and is recognized as an individual.  All staff work very 
hard to develop approaches within and beyond the classroom, which means the 
learning needs of all pupils can be met. 
 

4. How will I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help 
me to support my child’s learning? 

 



All teachers welcome the children into school from the playground each 
morning.  At this point parents/carers have the opportunity to discuss their 
child’s needs or arrange an appointment to meet the child’s teacher or the 
SENCo.  Appointments can also be arranged through the school office.  Pupil 
Progress meetings [Parents Evenings] are held every term for parents/carers to 
discuss children’s progress.  In addition, children who are on the SEN register are 
given opportunities to discuss and review their IEP.  Strategies are discussed at 
these meetings for parents/carers to support their child’s learning and teachers 
are available to discuss any concerns or issues throughout the school week.  All 
children are tracked using the school’s data tracking system, which is regularly 
analysed and reviewed by Senior Management.  Throughout the school year 
parent-child working together afternoons are organized for parents/carers to 
join their child in the classroom to complete tasks and activities.   
 

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall well being? 
 
West Cornforth Primary School ensures that all children are supported 
medically, socially and pastorally by staff that know their children.  School offers 
a wide range of activities both within school and the community to support their 
personal, social and emotional development such as school educational visits, 
residential visits, links with the community, a range of cultural visits and visitors 
and Philosophy 4 Children [P4C] lessons. 
 
School has a medicine policy, which supports parents/carers with the 
management of their child’s medication within school.  Medicines can be 
administered in school with a signed medicine consent form in place to ensure 
the safety of both child and staff member.  Some pupils may need a care plan, 
which is devised in consultation with parents, school nurse and Mrs Ferguson 
[the designated First Aider trained in school medication].  When necessary staff 
regularly attend training in key areas such as asthma, head lice, diabetes and the 
use of Epi-pens from the School Nurse.  If a child comes into school with a 
specific need, the school nurse will provide the relevant staff with training.  The 
school has trained first aiders within school and at least one will be present on 
any visit outside of school.  Within the Foundation Stage Unit the First Aiders 
have Pediatric First Aid training. 
 
School has a behaviour policy, which is known, used and adhered to by all staff 
across the school.  Exclusions are rare and this is due to the high expectations 
school has of children’s learning and behaviour and the support from 
parents/carers.  Children who need specific support with their behaviour will be 
identified and support will be offered.  Some Children may have a Pastoral 
Support Program [PSP], Risk Assessment and Parents/Carers Home School 
contract, which will be reviewed and regularly updated.  Support for children 
who need it will range from extra support in the classroom, to intervention 
strategies from the Behaviour Intervention Team, School Counselor or staff 
members trained in Therapeutic Interventions.  Good behaviour is celebrated 
across school through in class [sticker charts, dojo’s, behaviour trackers, etc] and 
whole school rewards [dips, pupil of the week, pupil of the year]. 
 



Good attendance is celebrated across school with a range of rewards from whole 
class certificates, individual termly reward certificates/pens and annual book 
tokens and each class receiving ‘stars’ for the attendance board.  Parents are 
supported and encouraged to send their child to school regularly and on time.  
School will send text messages or ring home to query a child’s non-attendance at 
school.  School also has access to the EWO service who will support school and 
parents with ensuring children attend school regularly and on time.   
 

6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the 
school? 

 
School employs staff trained to educate and care for children throughout their 
primary years.  We have Staff working in our school who undertake regular 
training in key areas of the curriculum and also in identifying and supporting 
children with specific difficulties around learning, child development and social 
and emotional problems children may experience.  We have staff trained in the 
following areas to aid our learners - National Qualification for Special 
Educational Needs Coordinators, TEECH program, EKLAN support, ASD, 
Language Programs, Digi-Smart Training, Theraputic Story Writing, Drawing and 
Talking, Play Therapy, Counseling, Family Support.   
 
The school has direct access to a wide range of services all of which can support 
both parents/carers and children.  These agencies include Speech and Language, 
Special Educational Needs & Disability Team [SEND], Child Psychology, 
Educational Psychologists, the School Counseling Service, CAMHS, Behaviour 
Intervention Team, Early Years – Family Workers via Children Centre, Social 
Services via One Point System, Parent Partnerships, Pediatricians, Movement 
Disability Team and the School Nurse. 
 
An Educational Psychologist is allocated to each school.  They would work with 
pupils who have or may need a Statement of SEN.  In order to help understand 
the pupils educational need better, the psychologist will meet with the parent 
and give feedback after assessment.  They will offer advice to the school and 
parent/carers on how to best support the child in order to make progress in 
their learning. 
 

7. What training are the staff supporting children and young people with 
SEND had or are having? 

 
All staff are in receipt of regular training from the health service, through the 
school nurse, around key medical issues which could arise for children.  
Individual staff are trained in First Aid and Pediatric First Aid and are 
strategically placed around the school.  The SENCo attends LA training and 
attends key regional training, which is then shared with all staff.  All staff are 
Team-Teach trained, which provides them with a knowledge, skills and 
understanding of de-escalation and handling techniques that allow them to 
operate within ‘a framework to equip individuals with attitudes, skills and 
knowledge to facilitate environments that are free from fear and safe from harm’ 
[Team Teach p6].   The SENCo has been specifically trained for her role and 



provides in-house training on developing IEP’s and around specific requests 
from staff or as necessary to support a particular child or group of children.  
Where necessary, specialist training is brought into the school, such as from the 
SEND Team [learning support/identifying specific disorders or general learning 
difficulties, etc], Behaviour Intervention Team [BIT], Ethnic Minorities and 
Traveler Service [EMTAS], Autistic Spectrum Disorder [ASD] team or Looked 
After Children [LAC] Service. 
 

8. How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the 
classroom including school trips? 

 
West Cornforth Primary School is fully inclusive and all children attend all events 
and visits and are encouraged to take part in all activities both within and 
outside of school.  Extra support, when needed, will be provided to ensure full 
participation by all pupils.   Parents/carers will be fully informed as to the nature 
of visits and activities that are open to every child.  The school subsidizes many 
of the educational visits.  This ensures all children have access. 
 

9. How accessible is the school environment? 
 
At present West Cornforth Primary School only has wheelchair access at one 
point into block 2, which is through the Children Centre.  However once the New 
School is built and we move into our new premises in October 2014 the school 
will have wheelchair access at all points.  There will be facilities for disabled 
changing and toilets, which can accommodate wheelchairs and support 
individuals with a physical disability.  The school will have a specifically 
designed hygiene room and accessible toilets, which will hopefully meet the 
needs of all.  The new school will have bright and airy classrooms with individual 
access to sinks and outside space.  The lower ceilings will promote a better 
auditory and visual environment in which to learn.  Computers will be available 
in every classroom and there will be additional break out spaces for children to 
use.  High power wireless linked broadband, Computers and IPads will enable all 
children to have access to internet and new technologies to support their 
learning.  The school has a small number of children who have English as an 
additional language but a higher proportion of children who come from a range 
of cultural and religious backgrounds.  Teachers are experienced in working with 
children from a range of cultural and religious backgrounds. 
 

10. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school or to 
transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life? 

 
School encourages parents and children to visit the school and meet their new 
teacher prior to joining the school.  A member of the Senior Management Team 
will show the child and parents around school and be available to answer any 
questions.   When children start the school either at 2, 3, or 4 yrs of age in the 
Foundation Stage or as in year transfers from other schools, they are given a 
period of induction or placed with a ‘Class Buddy’.  In the Foundation Stage Unit 
[FSU] parents have individual talks with either the 2 yr old Nursery Manager or 
FSU Manager to identify each individual pupils needs and present level of 



development.  They are offered a smooth transitional period into the Nursery or 
Unit, which is led by the child and parent.  This could be shorter days. 
 

11. How are the schools resources allocated and matched to children’s special 
educational needs? 

 
From April 2014 the National Funding Formula required the school to delegate 
an amount of money from its delegated budget, which was ‘Topped Up by the LA’ 
[if required] to meet the need of any child in receipt of a Statement of Special 
Educational Need. The financial implication for the school, of each individual 
child, was based on its ‘Costed Provision Map’, which highlights the amount of 
additional support that child required.   
 
This funding provides the mainstream support that the majority of children 
require.  For example it contributes to smaller class sizes and allows for a 
teaching assistant to work alongside a teacher for at least half of the school day, 
specialist resources which may be required and time for teachers to complete 
meaningful planning with the child and share with parents.   
 

12. How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child 
will receive? 

 
The school curriculum is differentiated to meet the needs of all children and this 
differentiation can take the form of: 

 Targeted questions;  
 A change to the curriculum;  
 Support within the classroom by the class teacher or teaching assistant; 
 The format in which tasks are given. 

After discussing a child’s specific needs alongside the parents/carers and the 
child, the decision to give children extra support is determined in the first 
instance by the class teacher.  They will make the decision based on marking and 
assessment of pupils work and their aptitude and attitude to learning.  If it is felt 
a child is not making sufficient progress in any particular area, depending on the 
need, the class teacher will make the decision how to support the child.  If a class 
teacher decides that a child needs more specialized help or more targeted 
support they will speak to the SENCo, who will determine if specialist advise is 
needed.  The specialist support will be dependent on the need of the child and 
could include: Speech and Language support; SEND team; Educational 
Psychologist Support, Movement Difficulties Support; CAMHS support; 
Therapeutic support or Counseling.  The school may holds ‘Multi-agency 
meetings’ for pupils who have specific needs.  At this meeting, professionals 
ensure the most appropriate provision and support is delivered to the child or 
family. 
 

13. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s 
education? 

 
All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education.  This could be 
through: 



 Joint parent and child working together to complete Learning Log tasks, 
reading together and making comments in Reading Journals; 

 Through discussions with the class teacher; 
 Attendance at parent open days; 
 During parents evenings; 
 At meetings with the SENCo and other professionals.  Parents are 

encouraged to comment on their child’s IEP with possible suggestions 
that could be incorporated. 

 
14. Who can I contact for further information? 

 
School has an open door policy which means all staff are available to speak to 
parents/carers at a convenient time to both parties.  If parents/carers want to 
discuss their child and their specific need or any concern they may have they can 
either, make an appointment to see the Head Teacher or SENCo within the 
school. 
 
If you are considering sending your child to West Cornforth Primary School, you 
can ring the school on 01740 654315 to make an appointment with the Head 
Teacher to arrange a visit to the school.  During the visit either a Senior Member 
of Staff or the Administration staff will give you a tour of the school.  At this point 
you will be given opportunities to discuss your child’s specific needs and ask any 
question s relating to your child’s education. 
 

I hope these answers have helped you understand the ‘SEND Information Report’ 
and how the school will support you and your child.  If you have any further 

questions please do not hesitate in contacting either the Head Teacher or SENCo. 
 

West Cornforth Primary School 
High Street 

West Cornforth  
Co Durham 

01740 654315 
www.westcornforthprimaryschool 

 
email: westcornforthprimaryschool@durhamlearning.net 

 
 

http://www.westcornforthprimaryschool/

